THE CIA CONSPIRACY

[A cautionary tale]

December 27,

A REPORT ON CIA activities in Britain which has fallen into
the hands of the Conservative Central Office reveals so grave
a threat to the survival of the Government that the Cabinet
is expected to meet in almost continuous session this weekend
to consider what action should be taken. What is the CIA?
What are its objectives and how does it work? Who is behind
it and what has it achieved so far? An informant of unim-
peachable integrity has told me the whole story.

CIA (the Committee for Indirect Action) was founded some
years ago by a group of Top Establishment figures including
senior civil servants who regularly lunched together and whose
varied experience in Whitehall over the last IQ years had con-
vinced them of the utter futility of parliamentary democracy*
On that they were unanimous* But what was the alternative?
Direct action demonstrations and sitdowns were altogether too
uncomfortable for men of their age. A military coup was out
of the question as the armed forces were now almost certainly
too weak. Why not seize power by a discreet manipulation of
official statistics? Alter the facts on which ministerial decisions
were made and you would effect a painless coup d'etat with-
out shedding a drop of blood or reshuffling a single Minister.

For its first experiment the CIA decided to tackle the road
programme. One member lived in Surbiton and yeais of cam-
paigning had entirely failed to solve the mounting problem of
traffic congestion there. Noticing a traffic counter outside his
house, he carefully parked his car plumb on the thin black
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